MALE, aged 37. Thirty years' duration. A tracheotomy was performed by Sir Charters Symonds, for laryngeal papillomata, when the patient was aged 6, but he has had papillomata ever since. The laryngeal symptoms were considerably aggravated during war services. The growths, which almost resemble nasal mucous polypi in their profusion, can be seen to arise, from the posterior surface of the epiglottis, the anterior commissure, the vooal cords, and subglottic area as well. What is the prognosis now, and what is the treatment ? DISCUSSION. Dr. D. R. PATERSON said he found that the best treatment for multiple laryngeal papillomata was removal with forceps. He had not heard that the expectations as to the value of radimul had been fulfilled in these cases; in one American clinic it seemed to be regarded as a danger than otherwise. If the affection had been present a long time he did not think that much improvement in the voice could be expected, especially in a case in which papillomata were numierous.
MALE, aged 37. Thirty years' duration. A tracheotomy was performed by Sir Charters Symonds, for laryngeal papillomata, when the patient was aged 6, but he has had papillomata ever since. The laryngeal symptoms were considerably aggravated during war services. The growths, which almost resemble nasal mucous polypi in their profusion, can be seen to arise, from the posterior surface of the epiglottis, the anterior commissure, the vooal cords, and subglottic area as well. What is the prognosis now, and what is the treatment ?
DISCUSSION.
Dr. D. R. PATERSON said he found that the best treatment for multiple laryngeal papillomata was removal with forceps. He had not heard that the expectations as to the value of radimul had been fulfilled in these cases; in one American clinic it seemed to be regarded as a danger than otherwise. If the affection had been present a long time he did not think that much improvement in the voice could be expected, especially in a case in which papillomata were numierous.
Mr. MARK HOVELL said that he had removed many papillomata by the indirect method, in some cases when the larynx was almost comnpletely occluded. With regard to restoration of the voice, he had recently seen a male patient who had had papillomata partially removed by Sir Morell Mackenzie. He (the speaker) had removed all the papillomata, and the removal was followed by complete restoration of the voice. The return to a normal v oice gave rise on one occasion to some difficulty in identification of the patient in connexion with claiming deeds, since he had previously been described as having a very hoarse voice.
Sir WILLIAM MILLIGAN said he pleaded for the use of radium in this case, and expressed surprise at Dr. D. R. Paterson's remarks. He regarded papillomata in the larynx as locally infective; it was often difficult to remiiove them and keep the larynx clear. In some cases radium acted like a charm. Much depended on the way in which it was used; dosage was still somewhat empirical, but more exact than formerly. He exhibited a tube which he used for suspending the radium accurately in the larynx. He was so much impressed with the excellent results obtained, that he scarcely ever used anything else for these cases. He had now in preparation a new instrument designed to prevent the necessity for tracheotomy, and he would exhibit it at a, future meeting. It was important in these cases to avoid cutting, tearing, or even cauterizing instruments, because the resultant scarring might interfere with the voice.
Mr. NORMAN PATTERSON inquired as to the dose of radium and the length of exposure which Sir William Milligan employed.
Banks-Davis: Multiple Papillomata of the Nose
Mr. HERWERT TILLEY asked what kind of screen Sir William Milligan used for the applicator. He also was surprised to hear Dr. D. R. Paterson's remarks about radium: since he (the speaker) understood that it had given great satisfaction in American clinics.
Dr. H. SMURTHWAITE asked whether Sir William Milligan used radium for these cases as a routine treatment, e.g., would he employ it in the case of a solitary papil-]oma of the cord which could be removed in the ordinary way with fair probability of cure? He (Dr. Smurthwaite) had a patient, aged 26, who since 3 years of age had been voiceless. A year before he had removed a large sessile growth with forceps; since the removal there had been no recurrence, and the voice was now fairly good.
Sir WILLIAM MILLIGAN, answering the questions, said that the dosage of radium must be considered in relation to the nature and extent of the growths. If these were extensive, a large dose, 20 to 30 mng., should be applied for a short time, e.g., two hours. The screen he used was made of silver or of platinum. His remarks had been on multiple papillomata, not single growths. He would not say radium was his routine treatment for the condition, but it was a very valuable adjunct.
Mr. H. J. BANKS-DAVIS (in reply) said that the patient, whom he first saw a year ago, was in the Civil Service, and his (the speaker's) opinion was asked as to whether there was a likelihood of the growth ever becoming malignant. The patient periodically coughed up papillomata, and thus temporarily obtained a freer airway. This patient, whose case was reported by the exhibitor in 1912,1 shows identically the same condition now as he did then. The papillomata bleed readily. The exhibitor suggests radium treatment, or failing this an extensive anterior nasal operation.
Pathological Report.-Sections show a highly cellular papilloma of nasal epithelium.
What is the prognosis now, and what is the treatment ? DISCUSSION. Mr. G. W. DAWSON, referring to the severity of these tumours, reminded members that Sir StClair Thomson had stated that only about fourteen cases were recorded in the literature.' He (the speaker) had shown a case at a meeting of the Section in 1918,' in which the papilloma was attached to the septum. It was of hard consistency and purple in colour There was no recurrence after removal. He again exhibited the specimen to-day.
Mr. LAWSON WHALE reminded members that he also had exhibited before the Section in 19224 a specimen of a large papilloma of the nose. He had searched the literature and found that they were extremely rare; he could only find three cases recorded, two of them in American literature.
Sir WILLIAM MILLIGAN said he would suggest in this case that half a dozen of Stephenson's minute tubes filled with radium should be embedded and left in sitU,.
